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Open Meeting Monday 29 th November 2010
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Leeds Sustainable Development Group

Key principles:

• deliver big infrastructure through a holistic 
framework

• implement a framework for truly sustainable 
development

• adaptation to ‘green’ buildings 

• improving green spaces and waterways 

• neighbourhood scale infrastructure

• reducing car impact - walking & cycling routes 
created

• opportunities for education, jobs and culture

• thinking ahead - local consumption should = 
local production

• creating an exemplar quality townscape .



Leeds City Centre Vision -
Conference 2010

• Martin Farrington, Acting Director of City Development -
We need to have an ‘Open, honest and frank debate’.

Tom Riordan, Chief Executive of Leeds City Council said:

•we need to have a more open, team-working approach 

•development Trusts can play a useful role

•we need to enlist help from delegates (and others) to 
deliver

•Sally-Anne Greenfield, Chief Executive of Leeds 
Community Foundation - Now is the time to make a 
difference!

•Sir Richard Needham – identify your ‘diamonds’, 
leverage from them.

•Evert Verhagen, Chief Executive Creative Cities - take a 
small amount of money and do something immediately.



Leeds City Council -
Leeds South Bank Draft Planning Statement

What we welcome:

•Principles which help to achieve Leeds’ objective as a 
major European City

•The DPS as a “starting point” for new development

•The opportunity provided to promote the delivery of 
sustainable development

•The potential to deliver high quality green infrastructure

•The use of Criterion place as phase 1 to “set the tone”
for future phases of the park



Leeds City Council -
Leeds South Bank Draft Planning Statement July 2010

‘A once-in-a-lifetime opportunity’:

•South Bank is a good start, but we should look 
to a wider vision for the whole of the Leeds 
City Centre

•Tributaries of “outwards facing” green space to 
connect surrounding communities to the 
City Centre

•High quality green infrastructure to act as 
‘transitional space’ as well as ‘static leisure 
space’

•Green infrastructure should be a catalyst for 
regeneration

Image below – LCC South Bank and Criterion place / S overeign St Proposals



Leeds City Centre South -
A Capacity Study –

Objectives of the capacity Study:

• To place the opportunities in 
context

• To get some sense of scale

• Where are the ‘diamonds’?

• What can be delivered in the 
short term?

• NOT an exercise in land use 
allocations

Aerial image of Leeds City Centre South



Leeds City Centre South -
A Capacity Study –

Working Assumptions

• Gross plot areas

• Plot ratios – roads / POS / footprint (40-60%)

• Average number of storeys
• Uses 

• Indicative development capacity



Leeds City Centre South -
A Capacity Study-

Planning Framework Area

• 20 ha / 50 acres Plot area

• 650,000 sqm / 7.0m sqft total

• 4,000 residential units

• 190,000 sqm workspace

• 7-17,000 people



Leeds City Centre South -
A Capacity Study-

Indicative density zones

“Holbeck Urban 
Village”

Commercial 

zone

Brewery / 

Yorkshire 
Chemicals

Riverside

Transitional 
Zone  



Leeds City Centre South -
A Capacity Study-

City Centre South Capacity

• 25-50,000 people

• 85 ha / 210 acres Plot area

• 2.1m sqm / 22.6m sqft total

• 8-12,000 residential units

• 720,000 sqm workspace



Exemplar Sustainable Cities -
Amsterdam, Freiburg, Dublin

•Amsterdam has a unique character and it celebrates this. 

•'the world's centre of expertise on sustainable mob ility’.

Amsterdam 'smart city’:

•facilitates teaching of economical energy use to children.

•construction of 'windmill parks'. 

•the project implements a smart grid infrastructure.

•residents control energy usage through a ‘virtual power plant’.



Exemplar Sustainable Cities -
Amsterdam, Freiburg, Dublin

Zuidplein before:                 •Zuidplein was a desolate thoroughfare

•Created an urban ‘green’ space

•A bustling route for pedestrians as well as a 
pleasant stopping space.

•Hard surfaces mean that the square can be used 
throughout the year

Zuidplein After:                   



Exemplar Sustainable Cities -
Amsterdam, Freiburg, Dublin

•Sustainable city - regulation, incentives, design, l ong-term 
commitment and policy reform. 

•Decreasing transport and building energy use.

•Branded itself as the 'Solar Region‘

•High density, sustainable family housing in an appealing 
setting.

‘Green City’ regional cluster:

•includes 43 companies and institutions

•a business network for Environmental industries

•create and maintain future-oriented employment



Exemplar Sustainable Cities -
Amsterdam, Freiburg, Dublin 

•Creative Dublin Alliance’s aims:

•create a vision for the city based on its strengths

•build a region that supports innovation and enterprise

•engage the community in their future 

Innovation Dublin is a festival set up in 2009 by the Creative 
Dublin Alliance.

•to promote innovation and creativity in the city. 

•465 events over 10 days.

“Innovation Dublin aims to provide Dubliners with a n opportunity 
to discuss, promote and celebrate innovation in the  city.”

An example of the freedom of 
creativity in the streets of Dublin

A workshop at the festival



Exemplar Sustainable Cities -
Green 

•‘Green’ is essential in an economically successful 
city

•Diversity in the use of parks

•Connected ‘green’ routes are necessary for 
biodiversity

•Don’t underestimate the positive effect of ‘pocket’
parks 

•40% of higher education professionals state that 
a park close to work is important

•Type and size of house is less important than 
‘livability’ of neighbourhood 



A Vision for the future of Leeds
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Q : Are there lessons from these exemplars that cou ld be applicable 
to Leeds?

A : ……..

•Timescale?.....does it matter?

•Shared Vision

•Early phases must not stymies future development

•Are we serious about families / schools?

•“What can we do today?” – What can we deliver in the short term?


